First Draft of Outline of Conference Themes of Bhutan Conference in November 4-6th, 2015
As an outcome of discussions between SPERI, the Centre for Bhutan Studies and the Government of Bhutan it has been decided that as part of the Bhutanese national celebration of the 60th anniversary of the Fourth King of Bhutan and the 42nd anniversary of the concept of Gross National Happiness, an international conference will be held in Bhutan in November 2015 on Gross National Happiness and Wellbeing. 

The conference will be organized around FIVE Themes:

1. Gross National Happiness and Buddhism

Selected Buddhist scholars from Bhutan and elsewhere in the Buddhist world will talk on the connection between the concept of “Gross National Happiness” and key principles of Buddhist philosophy.

2. Gross National Happiness, Leadership and Governance 

The organizers are seeking persons who are expert in economic, political and community development to explore the lessons learned from Bhutan’s pioneering initiative in seeking a socially, culturally, morally and environmentally sustainable model of national development alternative to that of endless increases Gross Domestic Product.

3. Gross National Happiness and Agro-Ecology

This theme will be made up of 3 panels:

i. Traditional Small Holder Farming and Village Wellbeing

For this panel the organizers are seeking very good ecological farmers to share their knowledge and experiences on the practical relationship between spiritual belief in nature, farming livelihood and the wellbeing of their communities.

ii. Gross National Happiness, Right Livelihood and Good Living

This panel is to be organized by The School for Wellbeing and Toward Organic Asia’s members and is expected to include contributions from delegates from Latin America (Bolivia)

iii. Livelihood Sovereignty and Village Wellbeing

This panel will be organized by SPERI and will focus on the Mekong Region. Five case studies will be presented of villages in Laos and Vietnam where traditional governance over community life and natural resources has been regain with resulting profound increases in village wellbeing.

4. Gross National Happiness Action Plan, Regional Strategic Planning, and Global Visionary Direction 

This theme will call for the participation of economists, politicians, anthropologists and other scholars with a vision of how the concepts of Gross National Happiness and Wellbeing can be promoted as a viable paradigm of national, regional and global development alternative to that driven by the desire to increase Gross Domestic Product. 

5. Gross National Happiness and Gross Domestic Product

This theme will be devoted to open debate on the respective qualities of increases in Gross National Happiness versus increases in Gross Domestic Product as goals for national development and future human and planetary survival.

